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Passage of the Bill 

The Forth Crossing Bill [SP Bill 33] was introduced in the Parliament on 16 
November 2009.  A 60 day objection period followed the introduction of the 
Bill, which concluded on 26 January 2010 (the objection period had been 
extended to take account of the days when the Office of the Clerk was closed 
in 2009/2010).  Ninety objections to the Bill were lodged.  The lead Committee 
was the Forth Crossing Bill Committee (FCBC). There was no secondary 
Committee but the Transport Infrastructure and Climate Change Committee 
(TICC) also considered the Bill; see paragraph 176 of the Stage 1 Report for 
the TICC involvement.  The FCBC began its Stage 1 consideration on 3 
February 2010.  This fell into two parts – consideration of the general 
principles of the Bill and preliminary consideration of objections.  The Stage 1 
debate took place on 26 May 2010. 

Stage 2 consideration of the Bill fell into two distinct phases.  During the first 
phase, an assessor appointed by the Committee considered objections 
outstanding from Stage 1.  The assessor considered evidence from objectors 
and the Bill promoter then produced a report with recommendations for the 
FCBC.  The Committee agreed to accept all of the assessor’s 
recommendations and made some additional recommendations of its own.  
The Committee published its Stage 2 Report on 3 November 2010. 

The second phase of Stage 2 consideration saw the FCBC meet to consider 
amendments to the Bill on 17 November 2010. 
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The Bill was passed following the Stage 3 parliamentary debate on 15 
December 2010. 

Purpose and objectives of the Bill 

The Bill seeks to grant Scottish Ministers the necessary powers to construct a 
new cable stayed road bridge over the Firth of Forth, adjacent to the existing 
Forth Road Bridge, along with new and upgraded connecting roads and 
associated traffic management infrastructure. 

Provisions of the Bill 

The Bill provides Scottish Ministers with all the powers they require to 
construct and operate the Forth Crossing and associated access roads and 
related infrastructure.  This includes the power to build the bridge and access 
roads, interfere with navigation on the Forth in certain circumstances, acquire 
land compulsorily or by agreement, enter and use land and direct electricity, 
gas, telecommunications and water and sewerage system operators to move 
equipment and apparatus if required for bridge related construction.   

Parliamentary consideration 

The FCBC identified a series of issues that required further work by Transport 
Scotland in its Stage 1 report; principally, improved traffic management 
measures to reduce through traffic travelling via Newton Village, that work 
should start immediately on encouraging modal shift on cross-Forth journeys, 
and on the role of local authorities in environmental monitoring and 
enforcement during the construction phase and additional provisions for noise 
and vibration monitoring and enforcement during construction.  The 
Committee requested that Transport Scotland produce a revised Code of 
Construction Practice to reflect these recommendations prior to the beginning 
of Stage 2.  

The Committee determined that all of the “whole Bill” objections should be 
rejected.  The Committee considered that all objections to specific parts of the 
Bill should go forward to Stage 2. 

The remaining objections were considered at Stage 2 by an assessor 
appointed by the Committee.  The assessor heard evidence from objectors 
and the Bill promoter.  During these hearings the Promoter made a number of 
commitments and revisions.  The assessor, taking account of the 
commitments made by the promoter, recommended that all of the remaining 
objections be dismissed.  The Committee accepted the assessor’s 
recommendations, commended the objectors, made a number of 
recommendations for additional undertakings to be made by the promoter and 
agreed a number of amendments. 

The Bill was passed following the Stage 3 debate on 15 December 2010 by 
108 votes in favour to three against.   


